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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b), 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 13 Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim{s) 1-21 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing{s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonm PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for ail 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kim, U.S. Patent No. 6,486,919. 

Consldering-claim 1 , Kim discloses the following claimed subject matter, note; 

a) the claimed a clock signal generator that is configured to produce multiple horizontal 
clock signals in response to the horizontal flyba ck^gnaL wherein each multiple 
horizontal clock signal has a different phase with respect to one another, is met by the 
input CLK signal generated from a clock signal generator (not shown), fig.3. 

b) a phase selection circuit that is configured to select one of the multiple horizontal 
clock signals such that an edge associated with the selected multiple horizontal clock 
signal is non-coincident with an edge associated with the vertical flyback signal, is met 
Phase Difference detector 18, fig.3; 

Except for; 

c) a blanking circuit that is configured produce a blanking signal in response to the 
selected multiple horizontal clock signal such that the blanking signal determines the 
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vertical position of the OSD image, whereby noise effects associated with at least one 
of the vertical flyback signal and the horizontal flyback signal are minimized. 

Regarding c), Kim discloses that the horizontal driving signal generator 6 
generators an HD signal in response to the flyback signal (FBP) from circuit 2. Kim 
does not specifically discloses generating a blanking signal. However, Examiner takes 
Official Notice here in that blanking signal generation is well known in the art, and 
therefore, it would have been obvious to the skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system of Kim by providing the notoriously well-known blanking 
signal pulses in order to control the position of the signal on the screen. 

Considering claim 2. the apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein the horizontal clock signal 
generator produces the multiple horizontal clock signals in response to a horizontal rate 
signal and a scaled horizontal rate signal that is produced by a phase-locked loop 
circuit, wherein the scaled horizontal rate signal has a frequency that is a multiple of 
another frequency that corresponds to the horizontal rate signal, is met by Horizontal 
signal inputs HSI, HSI2, fig.3; 

Considering claim 3, the apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the phase-locked loop circuit 
produces at least one of the horizontal rate signal and the scaled horizontal rate signal 
in response to the horizontal flyback signal, is implied, because the clock inputs to the 
various devices in fig.3 are produced by a PLL circuit. 
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Considering claim 4, the apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the scaled horizontal rate signal 
has a scaled frequency that is double another frequency that corresponds to the 
horizontal rate signal, is implied because the frequency has been scale and therefore 
the result would contribute to the doubling of the frequency. 

Considering claim 5, the apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the horizontal rate signal and 
the scaled horizontal rate signal are dependent upon a predetermined resolution of the 
display device. 

See rejection of claim 2; 

Considering claim 6, the apparatus of Claim 1 , further comprising an interlace correction 
circuit that is arranged to selectively shift the phase of the multiple horizontal clock 
signals between each vertical frame period to compensate for a one-half line shift in the 
edge of the vertical flyback signal that occurs when the display device is in an interlace 
mode. 

Regarding claim 6, Kim does not specifically disclose an interlace correction 
circuit. However, Examiner takes Official Notice here in that interlace correction or 
conversion is well known in the art, and therefore, it would have been obvious to the 
skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Kim by 
providing the notoriously well-known interlace correction circuit In order to appropriately 
display signals on the display device. 
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Considering claim 7, the apparatus of Claim 6, wherein the interlace correction circuit 
produces an interlace phase shift signal that is utilized by the clock signal generator to 
change the phase of each of the multiple horizontal clock signals. 
See rejection of claim 6. 

Considering claim 8, the apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the selected horizontal clock 
signal has an associated clock period, and the selected horizontal clock signal Is 
selected such that the edge associated with the selected horizontal clock signal occurs 
at least one quarter of the clock period apart from the vertical flyback signal. 
See rejection claim 1(c). 

Considering claim 9, the apparatus of Claim 1 , the phase selection circuit further 
comprising a combinational logic circuit that is configured to produce logic outputs that 
determine the selection of one of the multiple horizontal clock signals, is met by the 
phase difference detector 18 (fig. 3) which includes an DLL, a bit converter and latch 
circuit. 

Considering claim 10, the apparatus of Claim 9, wherein the combinational logic circuit 
produces the logic outputs dependent upon a previous selection of one of the multiple 
horizontal clock signals. 

See rejection of claim 9. 
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Considering claim 11, the apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein each adjacent multiple 
horizontal clock signal is substantially separated by 90 degrees, is met by Fig.5 wherein 
are shown the phase differences of the HSI11 and HSI12. 

Considering claim 12, the apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein the vertical position of the OSD 
image is positioned within a display screen of the display device corresponding to a 
predetermined number of horizontal lines from a starting position on the display screen 
in response to the blanking signal. 
See rejection of claim 1 (c ). 

Claim 13 is a method claim of Claim 1, and thus, Claim 13 is rejected for the same 
reason as in claim 1. 

Considering claim 14, the method of Claim 13, further comprising generating one of the 
first horizontal timing signal and the second horizontal timing signal by a phase-locked 
loop circuit in response to a horizontal flyback signal of the display device. 
See rejection of claim 3; 

Considering claim 15, the method of Claim 13, further comprising correcting the phase 
of each of the multiple horizontal clock signals for when the display device is operating 
in an interiace mode. 
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See rejection of claim 6; 

Considering claim 16, the method of Claim 15, further comprising shifting the phase of 
each of the multiple horizontal clock signals by 180 degrees between each vertical 
frame period to compensate for a one-half line delay in the edge of the vertical flyback 
signal that occurs between each vertical frame period when the display device is 
operating in the interiace mode. 
See rejection of claim 1 1 ; 

Considering claim 17, the method of Claim 13, wherein selecting one of the multiple 
horizontal clock signals further comprises selecting one of the multiple horizontal clock 
signals depending on the multiple horizontal clock signal selected for a previous 
occurrence of the vertical flyback signal, is met by the phase difference detector 18, 
fig.3; 

Considering claim 18, the method of Claim 13, wherein producing multiple horizontal 
clock signals further comprises producing each multiple horizontal clock signal such that 
each multiple horizontal clock signal has a phase that is 90 degrees apart from each 
adjacent multiple horizontal clock signal. 
See rejection claim 1 1 . 

Considering claim 19, see rejection of claim 1; 





Application/Control Number: 09/905.392 
Art Unit: 2614 



Pages 



Considering claim 20, see rejection of claim 6. 



Considering claim 21 , see rejection of claim 7. 



Conclusion 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Barnes et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,373,312 discloses delay system for providing 
delayed clock edges, and teaches a blanking signal generator for producing blanking 
pulses. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paulos M. Natnael whose telephone number is (703) 
305-0019. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (703) 305-4795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4750. /-N 



Paulos Natnael f^W 
November 16, 2003 




